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SSpecial feature: Research Ethics. Peer review: Issues and antidotes. Sho SATO (Center for License and 
Qualification, Doshisha University, Keisuikan 315, Doshisha University, Imadegawa-agaru, Shinmachi-Dori, 
Kamigyo-ku, Kyoto, 602-8580, Japan) 
 
Abstract: Although peer review is the core distinguishing feature of the modern scholarly communication, the 
feature has not worked today because there are too many researchers and articles for the capacity of the 
system. As a result, new issues such as absence of reviewers, false peer review and fake reviewer are arising in 
addition to traditional issues such as reviewer misconduct and bias. To cope with these new and traditional 
issues, some publishers and researchers have started new approaches including Publons, portable peer review, 
open peer review and Peer Review Evaluation. However, no one knows whether we can prolong the life of peer 
review system with the new approaches. 
Keywords: Peer review / research ethics / scholarly communication / open access / publishing 
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